religio-ethnic groups such as the Muslim communities enduring space; they have viewed these groups' general participation and contribution in a positive light. The Muslim communities have taken advantage of the friendly policies of their host countries and, as a consequence of these open attitudes and policies, have set up places of worship and educational structures to serve their specific religious needs. Anyone traveling across the region from one Southern African city to another will inevitably come across the existence of a fair number of religioeducational institutions that are located either in the heart or along the periphery of these cities; some may be recent structures, while others are long-standing institutions that stand out as tangible evidence of their presence and influence. In addition to the mosques that dot the urban landscapes in cities such as Cape Town, Gaborone, Lusaka, and Maputo, there are also established Muslim institutions of higher learning (MIHL). These institutions will be the focus of this essay.
This essay has multiple objectives: The first is to provide a review of the existing literature so that one has an overview of the areas of this subject researchers have covered, and those areas that have been neglected. The second is to employ "social change" as an applicable theoretical frame within which to appreciate the educational changes and developments that have taken place regionally. The third is to briefly summarize the Muslim educational developments that have taken place from the 1970s to the present day. The fourth is to closely investigate and analyze the status of Muslim theological institutions within the predominantly non-Muslim environment in the post-Cold War era (circa 1990-2014) . And the fifth is to evaluate select Muslim educational institutions in Southern Africa where important changes are evident in terms of their programs and curricula. However, in order to have a reasonable appreciation of these developments, this chapter begins with a literature survey.
Southern Africa's Muslim Institutions of Higher Learning: A Survey of the Literature
One of the first scholars to address issues pertaining to Muslim higher education was Ahmed Khalil Aziz, an Urdu lecturer who shared his reflections on this topic in "(T)he Role of the Department of Arabic, Urdu and Persian (at the University of Durban-Westville [UDW]) in the Intellectual Development of the Ummah, and Its Activities on National and International Forums." This article, with its long-winded title, appeared in Arabic Studies (2: 114-118, December 1978), a journal that was forced to close when the Ministry of (Higher) Education forced universities and departments to downsize and amalgamate at the end of the 1990s. It assessed the department's role and its staff members' academic activities that indirectly contributed to the Muslim community's improvement in KwaZulu Natal (KZN). A similar but partial assessment of the Department of Islamic Studies (circa 1974-1996) at the aforementioned university was only made years later; this may be attributed to the fact that the staff associated with this department did not see the need to adopt the self-reflexive approach that Aziz sensibly initiated.
